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of the Weavers’ Guild of Rochester, Inc. 
Course Listings for September-December, 2021 
 

Who We Are 
The Weaving and Fiber Arts Center is the primary outreach activity of the Weavers' Guild of Rochester, Inc., a 501(c)3 
charitable organization. The Center, opened in January 2002, is located in Piano Works Mall. Managed entirely by Guild 
volunteers, it is supported financially by course tuition and tax-exempt gifts. We offer classes in a variety of fiber arts 
media. Learn more about the Weavers’ Guild at weaversguildofrochester.org 
 

New Courses: Knitting & Crochet 
Two new courses in the knit and crochet category! See details on page 6.  
Instructor Marcia Weinert will discuss gauge, grist, drape, wear, and 
yardage—all you need to know to make unique creations using handspun 
fiber. Instructor Deb Abrahams teaches three different ways to make visible 
edges to complement and compliment your stitchwork. 
 

Return of Chainmaille Classes 
Cassie Gill is skilled in Japanese 12-in-2 chainmaille weave technique. This 
traditional style weave uses two ring sizes a double-layer, flat piece of 
chainmaille.  She is offering a class each month of this trimester in which students will make pendants featuring a grape 
cluster, a pumpkin, a snowflake, or a pine tree. Take one or all four! These classes are among a number of classes we 
offer at a discount for kids and teens. 
 

Open Studios Have Returned! 
The Weaving & Fiber Arts Center is open outside of formal class instructional time for weaving, knitting, tapestry, or 
researching a project using the Center’s library. Open studios run from 1 to 3:30 and are hosted by members of the 
volunteer management team. No instructors are present to assist you with a fiber arts project. This fall’s schedule is on 
page 2. 
 

Holiday Gift Ideas 
Who on your holiday gift list would appreciate a handmade item? Make slippers or wristlets in short term knitting classes 
(page 6). Four one-day felting classes (pages 7 & 8) provide opportunity to create scarves, vessels, jewelry, toys, clothes, 
and household decorations. In the four Chainmaille classes highlighted above you can make unique jewelry for yourself or 
someone on that gift list.  
 

Weaving Workshops 
This trimester features five different weaving workshops for both beginner and advanced weavers. Beginners can learn 
about and experience the process of setting up a simple rigid heddle loom project, led by Jan Hewitt Towsley. More 
experienced weavers can choose either an in-person workshop or an online version focusing on echo threadings – also 
known as extended parallel threadings. Instructor is Denise Kovnat. Finally, Mimi Smith helps students get more out of 
Fiberworks, explains how weaving profiles are short-cuts to threading and treadling, and demonstrates just what tied 
weaves are all about, why they are important, and how to weave them.  
 

Weavers’ Guild Holiday Sale is November 5, 6, & 7 
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Weaving 

 

Opportunities for Beginning Weavers 
 

Weaving 101: 4 Shafts 
1315:7 Mondays: 9/13-10/25, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $155 
 

Students will learn how to plan a project, make a warp, 
dress a loom, weave and finish a 4-shaft sample. 
Student will learn a variety of weave structures possible 
with a basic threading. Students will come away from 
this course with a reference sample and an 
understanding of what is possible with a 4-shaft loom.  
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary Ann Proia 
 

Weaving 102: 4 or More Shafts 
1316: 8 Mondays: 11/1-12/20, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $175 
 

Students will learn the endless variety possible with 4 
shaft twills! Each will make a twill sample that can then 
be used to plan a finished project! Scarf? Table runner? 
Placemats? With the instructor’s guidance, students will 
plan and weave their projects while reinforcing the 
basics learned in Weaving 101. Yarn selection, sett, 
color, and structure will be emphasized. Note: Students 
may take weaving 102 multiple times to investigate 
different weave structures and techniques. 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: This class is the sequel to Weaving 101. 
Students must know how to dress a loom and be familiar 
with reading a draft. 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary Ann Proia 
 

Try Weaving 

1317: Wednesday, 9/22, 6:00-8:30  FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
1318: Saturday, 11/20, 1:00-3:30 PM 

FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
Is weaving for you? Find out! You will experiment with 
color and texture while trying a table loom, inkle loom, 
rigid heddle loom, frame loom, and kumihimo braiding 
disk. As you sample these techniques, the instructor will 
provide lots of individual attention and help you explore 
possibilities for future weaving adventures. You may 
discover a new love and take home a treasure! This 
fiber-filled experience is fun and educational for all—an 
adventure for parents, kids and friends.  
AGE: 8 & up 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley

 

The Joy of Loom Weaving 
Table, Inkle or Rigid Heddle Loom 
1319: Saturday, 10/30, 1:00-3:30FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
1320: Sunday, 12/12, 1:00-3:30FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
 
Learn about and experience the process of “How to Set 
Up a Simple Weaving Project,” and see if this is a craft 
that you might enjoy. Students may use our table looms 
or bring their own table or rigid heddle loom to class. 
Students wishing to use our looms will learn about the 
process of preparing the loom before weaving on a 
prepared loom to make a 3-4” wide bookmark or art 
treasure in this workshop. Students who bring their own 
looms will set them up in class for completion at home 
(using the instructor’s pre-made warp). All participants 
will learn different methods, patterns and finishing tips. 
The instructor will contact students prior to class to 
discuss plans. Beginners and those with some 
experience can repeat this class for continued learning 
opportunities. 
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 

Fall Schedule of Open Studios 
 

The Weaving & Fiber Arts Center is open 
outside of formal class instructional time. Open 
studios run from 1 to 3:30 and are hosted by 
members of the volunteer management team. 
No instructors are present to assist you with a 
fiber arts project. A small donation is optional. 
No wet projects or dyeing for these sessions. 
This fall’s open studios are: 
 

Sundays: 9/19, 10/24, 11/21, 12/19 
Mondays: 9/13, 10/18, 11/8, 12/6 
Tuesdays: 9/28, 10/5, 11/16, 12/14 
Wednesdays: 9/8, 10/13, 11/10, 12/1 
Thursdays: 9/2, 10/7, 11/4, 12/9 
Fridays: 9/10, 10/15, 11/12, 12/17 
Saturdays: 9/18, 10/23, 11/6, 12/11 
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Weaving Studios 
 

Weaving Studios offer an opportunity for an extended 
experience in weaving. Instructors serve as mentors, 
guiding weavers to explore more complex skills and 
concepts. Students design projects of their own 
choosing in order to expand knowledge of methods and 
techniques. Beginning weavers are welcome to join a 
studio.  
 

For each day and timeframe, two 6 to 9 week sessions 
run consecutively in each trimester. Cost is $135 to $195 
per session depending on session length.  
 

To be admitted to a Weaving Studio, join the waitlist via 
our online registration system by waitlisting for course 
1300. Waitlisted students will be informed of openings in 
Studios on a first come, first served basis. You will 
remain on the waitlist until you are placed in a Studio or 
you request to be removed from the waitlist. It may take 
some time to be admitted to a Studio because the 
Center has a limited number of dedicated studio looms 
available. In the meantime, to expand your weaving 
experience, we encourage you to participate in any of 
our weaving workshops, or to suggest classes in specific 
structures or techniques you’d like to learn. 
 

Studio Schedule 
 

Day  Time  Instructor 
 

Mondays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 Mimi Smith 
Thursdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Thursdays 6:00-8:30 Jan Hewitt Towsley 
Fridays  9:30-12:00 Mimi Smith 
Saturdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards

 
 

Weaving Workshops 
 

Playing with Fiberworks 
1321: Sunday, 9/26, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $39 
Paid registration received by 9/19 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
 

You may have used Fiberworks in class or at home to 
quickly view a drawdown, but have you explored beyond 
the basics? In this workshop we will investigate color 
options, create new tie-ups and treadling possibilities, 
learn what “link” and “unlink” mean, create block 
substitutions, try interleaving, pasting, and parallel 
repeat, among other “gems” Fiberworks offers. Students 
will need a laptop with Fiberworks loaded on it; a demo 
version is fine as long as students realize they cannot 
print or save with that version. The instructor will send an 
email ahead of the workshop asking students for specific 
techniques they wish to learn.  
AGE:  Adults 
LEVEL: Intermediate; some basic knowledge of the 
Fiberworks program  
MATERIALS FEE: $4.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Students will be contacted 
before class  
INSTRUCTOR:  Mimi Smith 
 

Echo on the Double 
 

(Note: This Course May Be Taken Online – see 1323) 

1322: Saturday-Sunday, 10/9-10/10, 9:30-4:30 & 
Monday, 10/11, 9:30-1:30 FEE: $159 

Please register as early as possible to allow yourself 
adequate time to obtain materials and prepare your 
loom. The instructor recommends 6 weeks in advance 
of class. 
 

Echo threadings – also known as extended parallel 
threadings – offer endless possibilities for designing with 
color and form. When they are woven as double weave 
– known as “four-color double weave” – the interactions 
among warp, weft and patterns provide for even bolder 
lines and surprising color blends. You will arrive at class 
with your loom dressed in a threading of your choice 
(with options provided by the instructor ahead of time). In 
class, you will explore how variations in tieup, treadling 
and weft yarns can produce unpredictable and beautiful 
results. Further, you will learn the tools for designing 
your own patterns in four-color double weave. Bring 
lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE:Aadults 
LEVEL: Intermediate to advanced weavers: must know 
how to warp a loom and read a drawdown. 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for unique 
weft yarns for differential shrinkage and collapse 
techniques (on-site students only) 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Students will warp their looms 
prior to class and bring their own looms and weft yarns 
to class. 
INSTRUCTOR: Denise Kovnat 

Extra Weaving Time 
Studio weavers may purchase extra weaving time to 
be used during a session in which they are 
registered. Prior approval of the instructor is 
required. The extra class must be a studio weaving 
class. Extra Weaving Time forms, available at the 
Center, must be submitted with payment and 
instructor initials indicating approval. Cost is $15 per 
class. 
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Online Echo on the Double 
 

(Note: This Course May Be Taken In-Person – see 1322) 

1323: Saturday-Sunday, 10/9-10/10, 9:30-4:30 & 
Monday, 10/11, 9:30-1:30 FEE: $159 

Please register as early as possible to allow yourself 
adequate time to obtain materials and prepare your 
loom. The instructor recommends 6 weeks in advance 
of class. 
 

Echo threadings – also known as extended parallel 
threadings – offer endless possibilities for designing with 
color and form. When they are woven as double weave 
– known as “four-color double weave” – the interactions 
among warp, weft and patterns provide for even bolder 
lines and surprising color blends. You will arrive at class 
with your loom dressed in a threading of your choice 
(with options provided by the instructor ahead of time). In 
class, you will explore how variations in tieup, treadling 
and weft yarns can produce unpredictable and beautiful 
results. Further, you will learn the tools for designing 
your own patterns in four-color double weave.  
 

For Zoom participants, the class will consist of 8 online 
Zoom sessions of one hour or more, with weaving time 
in between. These sessions will take place from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. and 1 to 2 p.m. for all three days of class. 
Additionally, the first two days of class will each include 
a third Zoom session from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. These 
sessions may be a bit longer, if necessary. Zoom 
sessions will consist of lectures and visual presentations, 
demonstrations, group discussions and sharing photos 
of participants’ samples on Google Drive (with 
instructions on how to do this provided beforehand). 
 

NOTE: The instructor will notify students of a rehearsal 
time prior to the workshop for all to learn how to use 
Zoom effectively for the workshop. 
 

AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Intermediate to advanced weavers: must know 
how to warp a loom and read a drawdown. 
MATERIALS FEE: None (Online students must provide 
all their own materials) 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Students will warp their looms 
prior to class and gather their own weft yarns for 
sampling. 
Students need a computer that has a 
speaker/microphone and camera and/or a smart phone 
or tablet. In addition, students need to download the 
Zoom App (Zoom 5.0) to their device and know the 
basics of how to use it. Students will need to create an 
account on Google Drive (with instructions on how to do 
this ahead of time) so that they can take photos of their 
work using their smart phones or tablets and upload 
them to Google Drive. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Denise Kovnat

Pushing Profiles 
1324: Sunday, 11/14, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $39 
Paid registration received by 11/8 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

We all know what profiles of people or situations means, 
but what does it have to do with weaving? Students will 
find out in this workshop that weaving profiles are 
actually short-cuts to threading and treadling certain 
block weave structures. Some block weaves have very 
long repeats – just looking at the threading can make 
you dizzy!  Profile drafts come to the rescue! It may 
seem complicated at first glance, but once it is 
explained, you will be amazed at how easy it is and how 
much time it saves in threading your loom. We will also 
discuss other terms such as unit weaves, tied weaves 
and short drafts. No loom is needed for the workshop; 
we will be working on graph paper. The instructor will 
send a material lists prior to the class.  
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Advanced beginner and up 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Instructor will send list to 
students  prior to workshop 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mimi Smith 
 

Untying Tied Weaves 
1325: 2 days, Saturday, 12/4, 9-3:30; 

Sunday, 12/5, 11-3:30 FEE: $99 
Paid registration received by 11/29 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

Students often ask “What are tied weaves and what do 
they do?” We will discuss just what tied weaves are all 
about, why they are important, and how to weave them. 
Most weavers have heard of summer and winter and its 
two ties, but are not familiar with other weave structures 
which also have two ties in different formations or 
weaves with three and four ties. These weaves create 
some fascinating shapes, and we will experiment with 
various treadlings and tie-ups. Students will need to 
bring looms threaded according to directions sent ahead 
by the instructor. Bring lunch or purchase locally.   
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Advanced beginners and above. Students must 
be able to dress a loom independently and read drafts. 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for handouts  
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Instructor will contact students 
INSTRUCTOR: Mimi Smith
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Experience Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving 
1326: Wednesday 12/8, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $39 
 

Learn about and experience the process of “How to Set 
Up a Simple Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving Project,” and 
see if this is a hobby that you might enjoy. Students may 
bring their own loom to class or use ours. Students will 
learn how to plan, prepare the loom and weave, in this 
workshop. Students who bring their own looms may 
begin a wider project (a scarf, table runner, or other 
simple item) for completion at home. This is a great way 
to get your project started! All participants will learn 
different methods, patterns and finishing tips. The 
instructor will contact students prior to class to discuss 
type of loom, project and yarn options. Beginners and 
those with some experience can repeat this class for 
continued learning opportunities.  
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 
 

Tapestry Weaving 
 

Tapestry 301: Design/Choices 
and Challenges 
1327: 7 Fridays, 10/22-12/10 (skip 11/26), 

1:00-3:30 FEE: $155 
 

You’ve already gotten some of the basics of tapestry 
weaving under your belt, maybe even completed one or 
more small pieces. But the planning process is a bit 
daunting….what to weave?  Making a drawing? Working 
with color? What’s value got to do with it? In this class 
we’ll try several approaches to designing, play with 
drawing techniques and tools, play even more with 
shape and color, and come away with one (or more) 
designs that are ready to be translated into TAPESTRY! 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Basic tapestry experience 
STUDENT SUPPLIES:  paper-cutting scissors, favorite 
photos or images, inexpensive pad of drawing paper  
MATERIALS FEE: $15.00 (includes drawing tools, glue 
sticks, color-making tools, tapes, folders, hand-outs) 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary McMahon

 

Spinning 

 

Begin to Spin! 
1328: Sunday, 9/12, 1-3:30 PM FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
 

Learn to make your own, unique handspun yarn on a 
spinning wheel! We’ll play with several types of prepared 
wool while we discuss wheel maintenance, drafting, 
treadling, plying, and finishing techniques to make a 
balanced yarn. As time permits, we’ll touch on other fiber 
preparations, and non-wool fibers. Bring your wheel, if 
you have one, or borrow one of ours! No previous 
experience required. Warning: Spinning can be 
addictive! 

AGE:  Teens & adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fiber 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : A spinning wheel in good 
working order, if possible; notify the instructor if you 
need a loaner wheel 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Worsted vs. Woolen: 
The Long and Short of It! 
1329: Sunday, 10/24, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $39 (kids: $20) 
 

You’ve learned the basics of spinning, but you wish you 
had more control over the softness, drape, consistency 
and smoothness of your finished yarn. You’ve heard 
about “long draw” vs. “short draw,” about “woolen” vs. 
“worsted” spinning, but you’d really like to have someone 
show you how they differ, how they’re done, and what it 
means for you and your wheel. Come learn what a 
difference combing and carding make, and expand your 
fiber skill set! 
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skill required: able to spin a 
continuous yarn. 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers and 
handouts.  
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Spinning wheel in good working 
condition with several bobbins. Students are welcome to 
bring in fiber about which they may have questions 
regarding best use. Bring wool combs and/or hand 
cards, if you have them. Wool combing requires a 
current tetanus vaccination! 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert
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Spinning for Fineness and Consistency 
1330: Sunday, 11/21, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $39 (kids: $20) 
 

After mastering the basics of handspinning, many 
spinners struggle to spin yarn that is truly consistent in 
grist (diameter), or they wish they could spin a truly 
laceweight yarn. Bring your favorite (or most frustrating!) 
wheel to learn some easy methods for improving your 
confidence and skills, and aim to make the yarn of your 
dreams! 
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skills required: able to spin a 
continuous yarn. 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fiber 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Spinning wheel in good working 
order and 1-3 bobbins 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

See also 1339: Knitting with Handspun! 
 
 

Knitting & Crocheting 

 

Knitter’s Choice  
1331: 5 Thursdays, 9/2-9/30, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $115 
1332: 4 Thursdays, 10/7-10/28, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $95 
1333: 3 Thursdays, 11/4-11/18, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $75 
1334: 3 Thursdays, 12/2-12/16, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $75 
 

Learn to knit, try a new project, work on an existing 
project or perhaps just enjoy knitting with friends and 
having expert help at hand. 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 

The Knitter‘s Edge: 
3 Ways to Refine Your Selvages 
1335: 2 Wednesdays, 10/20 & 10/27, 1:30-3:30PM 

FEE: $47 (kids: $20) 
Whether it’s a potholder, blanket or cardigan, you want 
the visible edges to complement and compliment your 
stitchwork. Learn three different ways to refine your 
edges” basic Slip 1st Stitch Edge; Y/O K1 Edge, and I-
Cord Edge. Pattern for 3 potholders included at end of 
class 
AGE: 12 & up  
LEVEL: Advanced beginner & beyond, 
STUDENT SUPPLIES :  Smooth worsted weght yarn 
and knitting needles to match. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Debby Abrahams

Knit Beaded Wristlets 
1336: 2 Tuesdays, 9/7 & 9/14, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $47 

1337: 2 Tuesdays, 9/7 & 9/14, 6:00-8:00 FEE: $47 
 

Make a pair of wristlets, to serve as elegant summer 
bracelets or to add extra warmth under winter coats!  
We’ll discover how easy it is to string beads and knit 
them (NO PURLING!!) into simple garter-stitch bands, 

called “riešinės” in Lithuania. You will learn the 

provisional cast-on; several methods for stringing large 
quantities of beads onto yarn; beaded knitting technique; 
seamless garter stitch grafting technique; how to 
estimate number of beads needed and more! Warning: 
knitting these beauties can be addictive... 
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: Basic knitting skills (able to knit) 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : 50 gr fingering- or sock-weight 
yarn (solid colors work best), knitting needles size 0 to 3, 
as preferred by the student, and approx. 500 seed beads 
(size 8/0) in a complementary color; small scissors; 
tapestry needle; crochet hook in size similar to knitting 
needles 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Knitting Fulled Slippers for the Family 
1338: 3 Tuesdays, 10/5-10/19, 6:00-8:00PM 

FEE: $63 
Get a jump on holiday gifting! These slippers are worked 
in bulky yarns on large needles, so the knitting flies by! 
Then you’ll toss them into your washing machine (yes, 
on purpose!) to shrink them to the appropriate size. Their 
shaping is a little adventurous, but Marcia will guide you 
through the hills and valleys—and you may find the 
journey addictive! 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge: must be able to knit and purl 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Knitting with Your Handspun Yarns. 
1339: Sunday, 12/12, 1-3 PM FEE: $31 
 

It is delightful to spin yarn with no other goal in mind—
and can be intimidating, to decide after the fact how best 
to deploy your handspun yarns! Gather your skeins, your 
needles, pattern ideas and questions, and come find out 
how far all that string can take you! We’ll discuss gauge, 
grist, drape, wear, and yardage—and how to make your 
unique creations into something not just useful, but 
sensational! 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL:  Basic knowledge: able to knit and purl, cast on 
and bind off. 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Handspun yarns with which you 
desire to work 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert
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Dyeing 

 
 

Eco-printing 
3140:  Saturday, 9/25, 10-4:00 FEE: $63 
Paid registration received by 9/11 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
 

Learn the fun and easy technique of eco-printing! Use 
botanicals from your own yard to produce beautiful 
patterns on fabric. Results will be a beautiful print of the 
flowers leaves or other plant used in your design. Bring 
lunch or purchase locally 
AGE: 14 & up 
LEVEL: No experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $18.00 paid to instructor for 
mordants, flowers and other botanicals, 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Tee-shirt or other top 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia 
 

Nui and Kumo Shibori  
3141: 2 Wednesdays, 9/22, 6-7:30 & 9/29, 6-8:00 

FEE: $43 
Paid registration received by 9/15 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
 

Shibori is the Japanese form of resist dyeing using string 
and resist. Unlike American tie dyeing, it is more 
purposeful and the designs are more precise. Students 
will learn 2 types of shibori stitches the first class, then 
come back the second class and learn ways to dye 
them. 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge of hand stitching helpful 
MATERIALS FEE: $15 paid to instructor for fabric and 
handouts 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia 
 
 
 

 

 

Felting 
 
 

Nuno Felted Scarf 
1342: Friday, 9/17, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $47 (teens: $20) 
 

When wool is lightly layered over gauzy silk, the finished 
felt is incredibly durable while retaining a luxurious 
drape. We’ll add surface elements for texture, and even 
leave silky windows in our work, to explore all the 
options that “laminated” or “nuno” felt allows. Best of all, 
the silken underlayment can increase your confidence in 
success, whether you’re experimenting for the very first 
time or an advanced felter looking to stretch your skills! 
AGE: Teens & adults. 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed, but be aware 
felting requires physical strength 
MATERIALS FEE: $20.00 paid to instructor for each 
scarf made for silk and wool 
STUDENT SUPPLIES : Bath towel(s). If you have them, 
you are also welcome to bring 3-4 yards silk gauze or 
habotai yardage (no more than 5 momme), 4 oz merino 
tops (<20 microns); silk scraps and other 
embellishments as desired; grip mat or bubble wrap to 
accommodate yardage.  
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Get Sloshed: Beads, Ropes, 
Coasters and Globes 
1343: Sunday, 10/31, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $31 (kids: $20) 
 

Come play with a rainbow of unspun wool and some 
soapy water to discover how some of the very first fabric 
was made! All materials and tools provided. We’ll 
discover how to turn wool into jewelry, toys, clothes, and 
household decorations in a sloshy whirlwind of fun: four 
projects in just two hours!! 
AGE: 10 to adult 
LEVEL: no prior experience required 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 for wool fiber 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Felted Vessels 
1344: Wednesday, 11/3, 1:00-4:00 

FEE: $39 (teens: $20) 
It is both magical and easy to use unspun wool to 
fashion a 3-dimensional purse, pouch or other vessel 
around a flat form that “resists” felting and shrinking!  All 
tools and materials included in fees. We’ll play with a 
mountainous rainbow of fluff and sparkle to make 
unique, small bowls—and discuss how these same 
techniques can be used to develop into hats, handbags, 
and vases, perfect for gifting! 
AGE: Teens & adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience required 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 to be paid to instructor for all 
materials and handouts 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
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Felted Flora 
1345: Wednesday, 12/1, 1:00-5:00 

FEE: $47 (teens: $20) 
Capture the beauty of nature in art: use small amounts 
of unspun wool, caressed with warm, soapy water, to 
make daffodils, lilies, and roses to wear, or to embellish 
other fiber arts!  Each of these projects is quick and 
rewarding, suitable for those who have never made felt 
before, as well as those looking for ways to extend their 
skill set. We’ll make several types of blossoms and 
discuss finishing techniques, along with other 
applications. 
AGE: 16 and up 
LEVEL: Any level 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, resists, and fiber for three blossoms 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Other Fiber Workshops 
 

 

 

Understanding Color: 
Color Confidence for Anyone! 
1346: Saturday, 10/16, 9:30 - 12:00 FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
1347: Saturday, 11/13, 9:30 - 12:00 FEE: $35 (kids: $20) 
 

Color mixing for Felting, weaving, dyeing, and spinning. 
Understanding how colors blend and what the eye 
perceives can truly aid the artist in achieving a 
successful piece. This class will cover Color theory AND 
color harmonies. We will also cover why color blending 
is harder in the textile arts than other visual arts form 
and, how to work with it. 
AGE: 12 & up  
LEVEL: No prior experience needed. 
MATERIALS FEE: $12.00 paid to instructor for 
watercolor paper, paints, handouts 
STUDENT SUPPLIES Students may bring their own 
paints if they have them.  Also, stdents should bring 
something for note-taking 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia 

 
Molas for Kids 
 Note: Meets national standards for Visual Arts Ed. #1,3,4,6  
 

1348: Monday, 11/1, 4-6:30  FEE $20 (kids) (adults $35) 
Paid registration received by 10/21 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
 

A no-sew exploration of the Kunas of the San Blas 
Islands’ famous molas. Students will learn how 
traditional molas are made, but then make a no-sew 
version to take home.  
AGE: 8-12 years (Adults please register separately.) 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed, 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for 
felt fabric, glue and handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary Ann Proia

Kente for Kids 
Note: Meets national standards for visual Art Ed.  #1&4 
 

1349: Saturday, 10/16, 1:00-3:30 
FEE: $20 (kids) (adults $35) 

Paid registration received by 10/6 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

1350: Saturday, 11/13, 1:00-3:30 
FEE: $20 (kids) (adults $35) 

 Paid registration received by 11/3 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

Kente is a beautiful fabric from West Africa. Students will 
not only learn more about this special cloth (its origins 
and how it’s used today) but will also make and take 
home their own ceremonial shawl. 
AGE: 8-12 years (Adults please register separately.) 
LEVEL:  No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for fabric 
and glue 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia 
 

Molas Made Easy 
1351: Tuesday, 11/16, 10-1:30 FEE: $43 (kids: $20) 
Paid registration received by 11/9 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

A no-sew exploration of the Kunas of the San Blas 
Islands’ famous molas. Students will learn how 
traditional molas are made, but then make a no-sew 
version to take home. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: 12 to adult 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed, 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for 
felt fabric, glue and handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary Ann Proia 
 
 

 
Fiber Arts for Kids 

 
Through a generous grant from the estate of 
Joy Duskin, we are able to offer many of our 
one-day classes at a special reduced rate of 
$20 for children and teens. Please look at the 
listings carefully to find programs that will be of 
interest to the young people in your life. 
Encourage them to come with a friend! 
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Jewelry Classes 

 
 

Chainmaille Grapes: 
Japanese 12-in-2 Charms 
1352: Saturday, 9/18, 1:00-3:00  FEE: $31 (kids: $20) 
Paid registration received by 9/8 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
 

In this class you will learn to make a pendant designed 
to look like a grape bunch using a variation of the 
Japanese 12-in-2 chainmaille weave technique. This 
traditional, Japanese style weave uses two ring sizes a 
double-layer, flat piece of chainmaille. Enough rings will 
be provided for students to make 2 identical pendants. 
All rings are hypoallergenic anodized aluminum.  
AGE:12 & up 
LEVEL: Any level 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for work mat 
and kits containing: anodized aluminum rings and step-
by-step color tutorial. 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill 
 

Chainmaille Pumpkins: 
Japanese 12-in-2 Charms 
1353: Saturday, 10/23, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $31 (kids: $20) 
Paid registration received by 10/13 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

In this class you will learn to make a pendant designed 
to look like a pumpkin or Jack-o-lantern using the 
Japanese 12-in-2 chainmaille weave technique. This 
traditional, Japanese style weave uses two ring sizes a 
double-layer, flat piece of chainmaille. Enough rings will 
be provided for students to make 2 identical pendants. 
All rings are hypoallergenic anodized aluminum.  
AGE:12 & up 
LEVEL: Any level 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for work 
mat, and kits containing: anodized aluminum rings and 
step-by-step color tutorial. 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill

 

Chainmaille Snowflakes: 
Japanese 12-in-2 Charms 
1354: Saturday, 11/13, 1:00-3:00  FEE: $31 (kids: $20) 
Paid registration received by 11/8 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

In this class you will learn to make a pendant designed 
to look like a snowflake using a variation of the 
Japanese 12-in-2 chainmaille weave technique. This 
traditional, Japanese style weave uses two ring sizes a 
double-layer, flat piece of chainmaille. Enough rings will 
be provided for students to make 2 identical pendants. 
All rings are hypoallergenic anodized aluminum.  
AGE: 12 & up 
LEVEL: Any level 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for work 
mat, and kits containing: anodized aluminum rings and 
step-by-step color tutorial. 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill 
 

Chainmaille Winter Pinetree: 
Japanese 12-in-2 Charms 
1355: Saturday, 12/11, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $31 (kids: $20) 
Paid registration received by 12/1 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

In this class you will learn to make a pendant designed 
to look like a pine tree using a variation of the Japanese 
12-in-2 chainmaille weave technique. This traditional, 
Japanese style weave uses two ring sizes a double-
layer, flat piece of chainmaille. Enough rings will be 
provided for students to make 2 identical pendants. All 
rings are hypoallergenic anodized aluminum. Students 
will have the option to make a plain pine tree with two-
tone green rings or a “decorated” holiday tree with multi-
colored rings. 
AGE: 12 & up 
LEVEL: Any level 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for work 
mat, and kits containing: anodized aluminum rings and 
step-by-step color tutorial. 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill 
 

 

 

The Weavers’ Guild of Rochester Annual Holiday Sale 
 

The sale will be held again in 2021 after a hiatus in 2020 due to 
Covid-19.   Mark your calendars for 

November 5, 6, and 7 
Friday, noon - 8:00 pm; 

Saturday 11:00 - 5:00 pm; Sunday, 11:00 - 3:00 pm. 
 Perkins Mansion, 494 East Ave, Rochester, NY 
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       Registration Form 
 

 
Name______________________________________________________ Email ________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________ City_______________ State______ ZIP _________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Member of Weavers’ Guild of Rochester?  Y  N   Birthdate (if under 18) _____________  
 
If you have any special or medical needs, please specify  
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

List all courses you wish to attend.  
 

All materials fees are paid directly to the instructor. Please do not include these with your payment of course fees 
 

 
Course # 

 
Course title 

 
Fee 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

(Do not include Materials Fees)                         Total Course Fees enclosed 
 

 

Register early. Classes are filled in 

the order in which paid registrations are 
received. 
 
Course refunds are given if a course is 
canceled due to under enrollment or if 
you withdraw 10 days before the first 
class.  
 

Questions? Contact us by email: 

registrar@weaversguildofrochester.org 
or leave a message at 585-377-2955

Register online. Search for the 

courses you wish to take on the 
Center’s website: 
weaversguildofrochester.org/courses 
 
Browse by medium or instructor. Click 
on course title for details. You must 
have an account and be logged in to 
register. Pay by credit card. 

Register by mail. Send registration 

form and check or money order for the 
course amount payable to Weavers’ 
Guild of Rochester, Inc. Send to 
 

WEAVING & FIBER ARTS CENTER 
ATTN Registrar 
Piano Works Mall, Studio 1740 
349 West Commercial Street 
East Rochester, NY 14445 
 

There is a $35 charge for checks 
returned for insufficient fund 
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Current Resident or 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Weaving & Fiber Arts Center 
Piano Works Mall, Studio 1740 
349 West Commercial ST 
East Rochester, NY 14445 
 

Weaving and Fiber Arts Center 
Piano Works Mall, Studio 1740 
349 West Commercial ST 
East Rochester, NY 14445 
585-377-2955 
 

Weave  Spin  Knit  Dye  Felt  Learn 
 

 Fiber arts classes at all skill levels for youth and 
adults 

 Find current course listings, instructor bios,  
photos of class projects, registration forms  
and driving directions, all at our web site:  

weaversguildofrochester.org/center 


